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The King and the Duke 
-Cirole in Square-¢/1. 
Mann-Quintero-Connell re- 
opem pioneer Off Broadway 
arena with melodramatic 
farce based on “Huekle- 
berry Finn” by Francis 
Fergusson, John Arustrong, 
Janes Greene, Milph Will- 
iams,G.Wood head cast. 


Future Dates 


The Trial-Provineetow- 
Crasy-Long- 
acre 
hing Meadows-6/21,.,Arad- 
ian Hights-Jones Beach 
6/23e00Fred Waring Shew- 
Ziegfeld or Broadway 
Edition-Bijou 


Fall Dates 


D'oyly Carte-Shubert 
9/27eeek View of Bridge 
9/29e.0Will Success Spoil 
Rook Bunter 10/1...Diary 
of Young Girl 10/5.00Red 
Roses for Me 10/20e.eThe 
Tine For 
Canedy 10/20, 
Francaise-Broadway 10/25 
eeePipe Dream -Shubert 
11/50. 


Sumer Tryout Dates 


Whisper to Me-Dallas 
Fairlee For 
tune-Buoks County 6/13 
eoothe Sm grats-West- 
port Tree 
in Rose Garden-Pecone 
1/18. Plute- 
Hyde Park 7/19..eThe 
Geep-Ogunquit 8/8 
Mighty Men Is He-Falmouth 
8/18 


Seventh Heaven-ANTA 5/26, Musical version starring Glor- 
ia DeHaven and Ricardo Montalban was recommended by Mirror 
end Journal American aisle-sitters,and panned by majority for 
diverse reasons, Quinn Mirror,listed Caither-Bacher product- 
ion as @ gay,bawdy,colorful creation, Winchell added to Mir 
ror notice "Hits Hit?! Hits ™. MoClein, Journal Ameriean,ad- 
mitted show will not be remanbered as one of the "greatest", 
but did enjey the unpretentious and sprightly blend of mirth, 
melody ani daneing, Music by Victor Young was enjoyed by 
Funke ,Times,but drama editor feared story is dated. Profess- 
ional sliekness in most departments was noted by Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, but eritic believes authors Victor Wolfson and Stella 
Unger made a mistake in substituting sex for corne Except for 
goodlooking sets and costumes by Vertes, Chapman,News, could 
find wery little interesting in shows Musical version has 
not provided stars much to wrk with in the way of selid so- 
enes, pans Hawkins, World Telegram & Sum, Watts, Post, wished 
show and cast had lived up to music. 


Qnoe Upen a Tailor-Cort\6/23,=6/28, Good intentions and 
bad g was the uanimous oom verdict filed by HY dd ly 
reviewers on Barach Lunet's folk tale presented by the Play~ 
wrights Canpany md George Boroff, Oscar Karlweis and Anne 
Hegira,who subbed at last minute for ill Jennie Goldstein, 
were credited with rest of cast for good trye Writer is ut- 
able to put together the fabric into one attractive piece, 
suas up Funke,Times, A sigh of a play,a long,low,falling 
Sign that ne quixotic little shrug can redeem,concludes Kerr, 
Herald Tribune, Aim of Jewish folk tale about an Austrain 
tailor of 75 years ago is good,but not true, adds Chapman, 
Yews, who thought outcane was a combination ef Fifth Season 
and Peer Gynt, Most imaginative item is its title, condemns 
Colegan, Mirror. Inspite of good intentions Watts,Post, found 
it a bere. Oscar Karlweis MoClain, Journal merican, mentioned, 
was fine,but rest was sanething short of inspirational, 


First Tryouts of. Season 


To Grandmother's House,new comedy by Mark Druek tried 
at atlantic City, ¥J,panned by Geor,Variety, for its drab 
dialogue md lack of imaginative plot devel qment...The 
Mousetrap, Agatha Christie mystery debuted at Washington,D.C. 
Trena Stage, was oka od as generally enjoyable theatre if 
not viewed with too sophisticated an eye,lists Lowe, Variety, 


Sumner Issues C.D. 


Sumer issues of "C.D." will cover tryouts of new 
plays in Eastern summer theatres as reported in trade 
journals,looal daily papers and via personal inspection, 
Plus other speeial features, 


A $6 million eenter for all.the 
arts will be established as part of 
Columbia University at 116th st and 
Ansterdem Avenue, The ten story build- 
ing will have three auditoriums seat- 
ing 300,600 and 1600. The university's 
schools and departments of drema,music, 
painting, seulpture,and canmunication 
arts will be under one roof for the 
firet tine. 


Plays 


Shows that closed include 
All for One, The Homeys, Once Upon & 
TailoreseeFinian's Rainbow production 
may re-open at $5.0 top at Zeigfeld 
eeeNational Theatre Ticket Service 
has provided second baleony seats to 
June 8 and Jume 15 matinces of Anas- 
tasia to Board of Edueation which 
Will distribute them to students at 
26¢ eacheeeJohn Golden's “Benign Pe wn 
Shop" for playwrights has only given 
S$ loans in $ years end will probably 
be suspended Oct 1..eJean Anouih's 
Time Remembered will be presented on 
Broadway this Fall by Playwrights Co. 
eeeWill Success Spoil Rock Hunter 
comedy about Hollywood by George Axel- 
rod will debut first week in Oct,with 
Jule Styne as producer.eeFred Waring 
and his Pennsylvanians will play a 
4 week late summer engagement at eit- 
her the Broadway or Ziegfeld, 


Players 


Aotors Bquity and Chorus Equity 
voted to merge Aug leeeGleria Swanson 
will star in musical version of Sunset 
Boulevard written by Richard Staples 
and Dick Hughes.eeSam Levene will star 
in The Hot Corneres.Mike Kallin and 
George Wallace added to east of Pipe 
Gallagher replaces Carol 
Haney June 6 in The Pajama Gemo...my 
Walston raised to star ing 
Demm YankeeeeeHorman Shumlin awarded 
Tull payment on sums due him as dir- 
ector of Tonight in Semarkend after 
case settled in arbitration..cANTA 
“Moonlight and Stars" party June 7 
chartered Hudson Belle,tickets $3, 


Other Broadways 


Skin of Our Teeth campany sails 
for Salute to France preduction Jme 
10,opening in Paris June 28, 


Sumer playhouses 


Oakdale Musical fheatre at walling- 
ford,Comn, opens June 4 with end 
Dolle featuring Jordon Bentley, 
Vorton and Hope John Terrell 
Music Cirous,Labertsville NJ,opens 7th 


season June 6 with The Merry Widoweeelith 
edition of Blliott oven 
June 21 at Flushing Meadow Pa Ell- 


ington's band is featuredeseJoan Blondell 
will tour sumer route in tryout of Meade 
Roberts A Palm Tree in a Rose Gardem start- 
ing July 16 at Wountainhane,Pas..Uta Hagen 
and Herbert Berghof will tour in rienne 
eoeStarlight Theatre,Pawling,WY epens 
season rum by Isobel Rose JoneseeeKing of 
Hearts opens season at Hyde Part, NY, hase 
Tt with Gene mymond. 


Avard Department 


Mary Martin, who won the Barter Thea- 
tre annual award has picked Clee Holladay 
end Jerry Callidin te play the sumer sea- 
son with Virginia theatre...Don 
father of 6,nemed “Stage Fatherof Year", 


Theatre Ad Hotes 


Inherit the Wind ad lists that seats 
are on sale through Sept 5,1956..ePlay~- 
wrights Compeny and Produwers Theatre are 
planning a joint pranotion campaign in 15 
cities seeking mail-order business for 
Bad Seed,Bus Stop,Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. 


Theatre Burlesque Notes 


HYC Corporation Counsel Peter Brom 
will appeal the HY State Supreme Court 
ruling ekaying a theatre lieense for 
Thomas Phillips to rum burlesque shows at 
Brooklyn's Orpheum Theatre, Brom fears 
@ revival ef “indecent ani degrading pub- 
lic performances." 


Theatre Book Notes 


“Fanny” published by Random Houseece 
“Strindberg”, translations of ‘Queen Chri- 
stina”,"Charles XII", and “Gustuy III™ by 
Walter Johnson,published by University of 
Washington Press, 


CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC show news, reviews, com- 
ments from 50 publications. Tickets, critics reports. Covers 
NY shows, drams books, dram records, theatre on TV. Also west 
coast theatre briefs. Special summer features. Perfect aift 


S2 weeks per year for “atege struck friends, business ac- 
qQuaintances, ete 


125 per year for complere service, 
(mut of Town & NYC Reports, CD Newsletter. 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


MCCAFFIBY PANNED.eefetion of NYC License Commissioner Bdward McCaffrey in trying to halt 
theatre license fer burlesque to Thomas Phillips was panned by Nathan, Journal Aner- 
foam, and Land,Variety. Nothing that makes ene laugh is dangerous te moral health, 
and the old burlesque shows, Nathan explains, made one laugh even more robustly than 
the present License Cenmissioner does, albeit more legitimately, MoCaffrey will invite 
further legal rebukes if he gees on trying te extend his authority in the name of 
his geed imtentiom, added Variety mugg. Both writers praised action of Judge Steuer 
in ordering MeCaffrey te grant Phillips a license, 


DRMMA MAIL Aweigh was tabbed a “hust-return-your-tickets-show” by a Times 
reader whe suggests fans spend their meney instead on Damn Yankee... Reserving thea- 
tre tickets by phene would work fer Breadway shews ,a8 1t does for some Off Broad 
way shows, suggests a C.D. readers 


BESTS OF SEASCH..ocSeasom ond being ballot filing in time, Kerr, Herald Tribune, selects 
Paul Mui, Inherit the Wind, end Kim Stenley,8us Stop for best acting jebs in straight 
plays, Mary Martin and Cyril Ritehard,Peter Pan,fer beset acting in musicals, Helen 
Hayes, What Bvery Woman Knows,best acting in special plays...Inherit the Wind picked 
by Chapman, Neows,as the best play of season. One true work of art during year, News 
aisle-sitter eleets, was Saint of Bleecker Street, 


FLOWERS WAKE,o.Final performance ef House ef Flewers turned into a ripsnorter of a wake 
that kept the audience at the Alvin for an extra hour,reports Inns, News, Pearl Bailey 
made it plain that the family feuds had been thoroughly healed. Harold Arlen and 
Marlene Dietrich joined east and audienee in song. 


CRIT ICAL THOUGHTS..,Vernen Rice, late drama editor of NY Pest, in his short lifetime 
proved it was really pessible fer a eritie to be an an important constructive 
foree, Watts, Post..oIf Safari preduser does sue eritics,as plamed(see page 2) 
it will be the first time in Show-bis history, lists Winchell...Nejla ates enly 
twirls her tummy 60 times a minute in Fanny,while in burlesque she does it at least 
100, researches MeClain, Jourml seriean, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES.e.Hume Cronyn,who closed last week in The Honeys,has his plans neatly 
outlined, Herridge,Post, learned. He wants to finish the series “The Marriage™,in 
which he ani Jessica Tandy starred last sumer, he has do sane retakes on a film, 
and then he would like to do a Broadway play ef quality. 


"“Rros & Cons by T.M.K." 


Once Upem a Tailer played 15 Extended controversy on the merits of 
months in 23 Tageles, but lasted only Themas Phillips applying fer theatre license 
1 week in NY¥~ There were sme interest- to rm a “burlesque” theatre at Brooklyn 
ing menents of felk drama presented, Orphewa has hide the important fact that Mre 
but super-dull direction and an ever Phillips is the first persm in years who has 
abundanes of seenery hide them quite applied for a license to open a “new” theatre, 
well, Mesenee ef Jennie Goldstein due Instead of being entangled in legal ond moral 
to illness may have been reasen for red tape, Mr. Phillips should be applauded 4 
much fluffing by caste for expanding NY legit theatre, 


=] 


BROADWAY 


Safari predueer Alen Abel threatens 
damage suite against the HY theatre re- 
viewers and their papers te cover the 
costs of “their undiseiplined ani um 
warranted remarks” om revue whieh ran 
@ week at Barbison Plaza, Letter in 
Variety charged erities did not act 
like gentlene in reviewing his show. 
Trade-paper headlined letter "They'l] 
be Suing Audienees Next™ for Hot Lib- 
ing @ Show.)" Unenimous pans ,Abel 
notes, killed possible sale ef movie 
rights, a leeal telecast and publicat- 
ion ef the musical seores 


Afro Theatre plans to spenser 
a Sumer Culture Festival July 11-31 
at Randalls Island.ecThe Merehant of 
Venice closed at Jan Hus 
pearewrights will present 


Macbeth and Midsummer Nights Dream in 

Yall. .tThe & new version tor the 
stage by Aaren Fine and Bert Green will 
be presented by “Theatre 12" at Provin- 
cetown Playhouse June 14,.,Your Theatre 


presented When the Bough Breaks by Viola 
Swene at Mato etree 

Baccanale & The Virgin ,ourrent play 
at Provincetown Playhouse, offers half 


priee seats each Tuesday, Times ad billed 
it as “Tired Tuesday Special.™.. Three 
care. @ group of new me act plays, 

Ww presented by Writers Group at 
Prevue Theatre, 2265 W 46- June 
Kiss and Tell to be presented by Top- 
Ratters,Breoklyn June 3-4 at Central 
Theatre, 56 Handon Plaeéee.Group 20 
Players will present a limited season 

of repertory on Broadway in Sept, 


2 for Fum, the new twin bill at 
Greenwich Wews,141 W 13,was billed as 
just moderate fm by Gelb,Times, Chekhov 
"The Anniversary” makes dull going in 
its first part,though reviewer admits 
audience enjoyed horseplay of seeond 
part. Lola Pergmment's eomedy "A Switch 
in Time” offers fifteen mimes of 
hunorous letters,but after that wears 
thin and gets eut ef hand, 


The Furies, Saul Colin's Bnglish 
adpation © Argentine play,was 
panned by Kerner,Wonen's Wear, as a 

od exemple of §trindbergian Exprese- 
gone wrongePresented by 
Senior Workshep, 1639 Broadway. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


"Damn Yankee™ original cast album 
(RCA Victor) was recommended by Variety 
mugg, though Gwen Verdon's most attract- 
ive qualities are unable to be trans- 
ferred to wax, Her prejeetion en dise 
is adequate, Brief introduetions te 
each number aids. 


“Saint of Bleecker Street” eriginal 
east album(RCA Victor) drew split not- 
ices from Times and Herald Tribume music 
erities. Briggs,Times, noted that heard 
purely as a work of musio,not theatre, 
the soore is spotty and uneven with a 
great many tedious moments, But Kupfer 
berg,Herald Tribune, disagreed, He found 
it a deeply absorbing an4 triusphant work, 
Tt stands forth,he raved,as one of the 
few summits of modern operatic achieven- 


THEATRE 
BOOK 
COMMENTS 


"How Not Te Write A Play™ by Walter 
Kerr (Simon and Schuster) drew four “pro” 
notices, Green, Times, Down, Variety, and 
Gamett and Hutchens,both Herald Tribune, 
reocmend new book by Herald Tribune's 
drama oritie. Playwright Green admits he 
has not read anything on theatre in nine 
years(sinoe Thanpson's "The Anatony of 
Drema”)that he liked as muchs Boek is 
packed with food for thought and carries 
plenty of inspiration,adds Variety mugge 


The Tender Trp is in Chicazdescs 
Kismet 16 {n Ginnatis..The King and I 
is in Detroit..,.The Seven Year Itech is 
in Philadelphia,,..The Pajama Game is in 
Seattle, 
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